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2010 PB & ZONING CONFERENCE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ZBA Overview  
Address the authority, responsibilities, and duties of local zoning boards of appeals and
their administrative and regulatory roles.

Department of State
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! What Goes Into a Traffic Report?  
Planning boards and other groups responsible for reviewing development proposals are
often concerned about traffic impacts and are asked to review traffic studies prepared by
the applicant’s engineer.  This class will answer the questions of: When should a traffic
study be conducted? What should be included in a traffic study? Who should prepare a
traffic study? And, when should the Board consider a professional review of a traffic
study?  This session will also present a summary of the analysis tools and guidelines used
by traffic engineers and will detail situations where specific tools are most appropriate,
and when certain tools would not apply.

Peter Faith, P.E., Michael Wieszchowski, P.E., PTOE
................................................................................................................................................
Planning Board Overview
Address the authority, responsibilities, and duties of local planning boards.  Discuss the
administrative and regulatory roles of the planning board, including comprehensive
planning, site plan review, special use permits and subdivision review.

Chris Round, AICP and Stu Messinger
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! Mock ZBA Use Variance
Mock Use Variance Proceeding - A group of “actors” will conduct a mock use variance
proceeding before a ZBA.  The “cast” will include an attorney for the applicant, a town
planner, a two-person ZBA, the ZBA’s attorney, a “concerned neighbor” and a “project
opponent”.  We anticipate observation and discussion of how to run a ZBA meeting, 
interpretation and application of use variance criteria, “standing” to object to projects
and other possible topics. 

Mark Schachner, Esq.
................................................................................................................................................
SEQRA Nuts & Bolts-A Course for Beginners
Some of the items to be discussed are:  Key SEQRA procedures for common projects, such
as residential subdivisions and site plans for small retail projects.  Also to be 
discussed are the establishment of lead agency, classifying the action, use of the EAF
Form and the Visual EAF, building the record for making the key determination––
negative declaration or a DEIS.

Terresa Bakner, Esq. & Dan Ruzow, Esq.
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! New Urbanism in New York-The Challenges-Will It Work In Your Town?
Many communities in New York, from the smallest hamlets to largest cities, have 
initiated re-zoning efforts intended to reflect “New Urbanism Planning” principles.  This
presentation is formulated to provide a recipe for the practical regional application of New
Urbanism, which for small towns might otherwise be referred as “Traditional Design”.  The
presentation will include a brief review of  New Urbanist principles and a discussion of
differences between New Urbanist application in the northeast as compared to other
regions of the country and a case study of a workable New Urbanist plan.

Mike Hale, RLA
................................................................................................................................................
Ethical Considerations in Planning & Zoning Decisions
As development pressures increase, planning and zoning officials are confronted 
with more ethical issues in the decision-making process.  Discussion of disclosure
requirements, conflicts of interest, and “Open Government” guidelines for maintaining
integrity of planning and zoning decision-making will be discussed.

Mark Schachner, Esq.
................................................................................................................................................
Planning Board Round Table Discussion: What Can We Learn From Our Peers
Listen to what a few of the more experienced Planning Board Chairs from smaller towns
have to share about how their boards function.  There will be a lot of time for discussion
and questions from the audience.

Topics will include Public Hearings; Pre-application meetings; what makes for a “good”
Planning Board member; alternate members; how to deal with controversy – from
applicants, the public other members or elected officials.  This should be a lively
discussion between for who attend.

Gary Dake, Laura Moore, Lance Spallholz
...............................................................................................................................................

Advanced SEQRA: SEQRA Hot Topics-Pitfalls to Avoid
Discussion will center on practical problems arising from recent SEQRA court decisions,
such as how to address claims of segmentation and failure to evaluate cumulative
impacts; when site investigations are needed to address plant, wildlife and endangered
species habitat; legal standing to challenge municipal approvals; and, relevancy of 
economic impacts under SEQRA, among other topics. 

Terresa Bakner, Esq. & Dan Ruzow, Esq.
................................................................................................................................................
Planning & Zoning Case Law Update
The presentation will review new cases involving municipal planning and zoning decisions.
It will discuss the implications of these decisions to local planning officials and provide 
suggestions on how to incorporate these results into the decision making process.

Robert Feller, Esq.
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! How Do You Know When Your Comprehensive Plan Needs To Be Updated?
The speaker will show that there are several ways to address this question: First, do 
you review your Comprehensive Plan on regular intervals?  If NO, you should update or
undertake a full review. Second, is your community experiencing substantial growth?  If
YES then, you should  seriously consider an update. Third, are you receiving repeated
requests to review projects that do not comply with your current plan and zoning?  If YES,
you should consider an update. Fourth, does your plan pre-date 1995?  If YES, you should
do an update so that you comply with current statute.  

If you answered “no” to the first question, or “yes” to any of the next three questions, then
your town should update its Comprehensive Plan so that it complies with the 
current statute.

Bob Bristol, FASLA
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! What Constitutes a Non-Conforming Use?
Mr. Pelagalli will discuss the differences between 1) Non-conforming uses: definitions,
restraints & termination, 2) Special Use Permits: common uses subject to SUPs & 
conditions and basis for granting or denial, and 3) Use variances: definition and 
comparison with non-conforming uses & SUPs, statutory tests, elements of and estab-
lishing elements of use variances.

Paul Pelagalli, Esq.
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! A Change of Perspective on Small-Town Rural Economies
This course addresses and redefines the one-size-fits-all planning approaches of 
outdated notions of rural land planning. Planning actions, economic strategies and
growth policies will be discussed along with how to protect natural resources and 
traditional character.

Lisa Nagle, AICP
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! Sign Control
The regulation of signs is both a zoning issue and a free speech issue.  At this session you
will become better informed about what you may and may not regulate as it 
relates to commercial or non-commercial signs.  Other issues to be addressed include 
community aesthetics, developing a sign control law, the possible content of local 
sign control regulations, billboards and other off-premises signs, and techniques for 
eliminating illegal or undesirable signs.

Department of State
................................................................................................................................................
Better Site Design and Stormwater Management     
Stormwater regulations affect all land development of one acre or more in New York State.
All development that disturbs one or more acres must comply with these 
regulations.  Better Site Design is a nationally accepted means of incorporating Low
Impact Development engineering and Green Infrastructure planning into any project. This
course will analyze the impacts associated with unmanaged stormwater and 
discuss the current regulations.  It will also highlight the use of Better Site Design 
as a method of site layout and project design technique for the source control of stormwater
pollution and hydraulic impacts of development.

Blue Neils & William Sprengnether
................................................................................................................................................
NEW! Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
The use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in the planning community continues to
evolve.  This session will focus on the upgrades to the Saratoga County Web Viewer as well
as highlight the GIS technology being used in adjoining counties.

Jason Kemper & Troy Hilts
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